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On these terms Mr. Churchill's politics failed to
provide a whole-time occupation; and as idleness
was not his forte, his pen was busier than ever, with
the addition of an American lecture tour enlivened
by his unsuccessful encounter with a New York taxi
on a corner of Fifth Avenue. Between 1930 and
1939 he published nine substantial volumes, excluding
a selection of his recent speeches edited by his son
Randolph. Of this impressive total two were col-
lections of reprinted journalism and miscellaneous
pieces ; but the rest were books. It was a formidable
output, which suffered slightly from his fluency and
from the ability to organise large works, which he
had acquired in the composition of The World Crisis.
The earliest addition to his bibliography, with which
he occupied his leisure in 1930, was in many ways
the most satisfying. For My Early Ufo : a Roving
Commission is a genial account of the first phases of
his long career, narrated without affectation and in
a less majestic tone than readers were inclined to
fear from him. Opening with infancy, it carried
him through his military adventures into politics
and closed with the auspicious day when ** I married
and lived happily ever afterwards."

This was followed in the next year by a final
volume of his World Crisis dealing with The Eastern
front. The earlier instalments, founded on the
personal experience of a British minister, had concen-
trated upon those theatres of war in which British
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